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Introduction
Over the past few months we have studied the importance of Asian American
history. Specifically, the ideas of connecting: class, gender, sexuality, nationalism, war,
colonialism and race to contemporary issues going on in the world today. The
following is a collection of Zine format projects aimed at displaying key ideas in the
research of American History. Each week contains new information and a different
display format. Moreover, we have made connections to modern day issues in an
attempt to demonstrate how learning from past events can influence decisions made in
the future.

Project Contents
1. The Chinese Must Go - Beginning in the 1860s, we talk about the journey of Chinese
into the United States and different hardships that they faced.
2. Filipino Bodies, Lynching, and the Language of Empire - We begin discussion on the
Philippine-American War and focus on the time from the late 1890s to the early 1900s.
A personal statement is also included.
3. Transpacific Racism - Continuing into the 1930s, we focus on Japan and their
reluctance to the colonization efforts of the United States as well as Japan’s influence
on U.S. policy.
4. Concentration Camps and a Growing Awareness of Race - There is a focus on the
World War II internment of Japanese people in the U.S. and the hardships they faced.
5. Militarized Migration - We conclude with the study of World War II and move to the
Korean war and the migration to the United States.
6. Aloha, Vietnam: Race and Empire in Hawai’i’s Vietnam War - The U.S. had moved
into Hawaii for military purposes and we look at the consequences it caused.
7. Organized Forgetting of Refugees - We studied the fleeing of Vietnam by refugees in
the late 1970s and the image that the United States was trying to create for itself.

8. On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous - With a look into Ocean Vuong’s novel, we can get
a more personalized view on the war in Vietnam and the effects it had on its survivors.

9. Cold War Origins of the Model Minority Myth - There is a focus on “Yellow Peril”
and the connection between current day issues and some from World War II.
10. The Citizen and the Terrorist - This section brings more recent history from 9/11 into
perspective with comparisons to treatment of certain races and ethnicities to the
treatment of individuals during World War II in Japanese internment camps.
11. Filipino Migrant Worker - Our final section tells the story of the difficulties faced by
migrant workers from the Philippines.

THE CHINESE MUST GO - ERIKA LEE

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_~ PROCESS OF ENTERING THE U.S. ~ _

1. The primary inspection on the ship determined if immigrants were detained or admitted.
2. An examination was conducted by the medical staff. They looked for physical defects and evidence of “Oriental
diseases” (these diseases were grounds for exclusion if untreated upon arrival).
3. Immigrants made their case for admission. Families had a harder time presenting a successful case.
4. Questioned about their lives in great detail, any discrepancies in cases made by families were dismissed.
Interrogations lasted usually 2-3 days and applicants were asked anywhere from 200 to 1,000 questions.

~ United States Influences On Other Governments ~
Canada
❖ The Canadian government started to follow the United States’ policies; strategically studied our methods/tactics.
❖ Instead of enforcing America’s explicit policy of Chinese exclusion, the Canadian commissioner suggested a head
tax policy that would permit entry to a Chinese immigrant given he or she paid a landing fee.
❖ The Canadian federal government waited until the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway was mostly
completed (at the expense of Chinese labor) and then yielded to the demands of British Colombians to restrict
Chinese immigration in 1885. Canada did this by imposing a $50 head tax on all laborers.
❖ From 1885-1923. Chinese immigrants paid $22.5 million to the Canadian government for the privilege of entering
and leaving the country. (No other racial group in the country was required to pay these taxes.

Mexico
❖ As the United States and Canada strictly limited Chinese immigration, Chinese immigrants headed to Mexico
❖ By 1910 the Chinese lived in almost every territory in Mexico
❖ By 1926 the Chinese made up the second-largest group of foreigners in the country. This created the rise of the
“Antichinistas” (Anti- Chinese activist)

Antichinistas
❖ Antichinista attacks were common in the early twentieth century.
❖ Mexican women who married Chinese men were labeled traitors to their race and Chinese children were called
“freaks of nature” and subject to heavy racism.

FILIPINO BODIES, LYNCHING, AND THE LANGUAGE OF EMPIRE

The Philippine- American War (1899-1902)

White Attempt for Justification on Racism and Brutality in the Philippines
“In 1899, critical voices in the negro press warned that for many black Americans, the Philippine- American War was an all-out
effort to enforce Jim Crow laws on another dark race.” This was taking an older concept that had been accepted in America and
turning it to try and oppress another race. White Americans believed that the Filipino farmworkers “had stepped out of line by
organizing unions and threatening the economic order.” They also supposedly “violated the boundaries of the color line” by
having relationships with white women. The only way many seemed to handle their anger was with violence. Angry whites
justified this brutality as a way to maintain economic and racial order. U.S. imperialists anchored their support for colonizing the
Philippines on a term known as “ Filipino degeneracy.” Filipinos were viewed as backward people “ lacking the manly character
seen as necessary for self-government” and Americans saw this as the opportunity to try and take over. In the article “ Filipinos
must be taught obedience”, the author writes, “ We cannot safely treat them as our equals, for the simple and sufficient reason
that they could not understand it.”

During the first week of battle, 160 Filipinos died and over 80 were mortally wounded. Hospital staff
members were surprised that there were some women dressed in masculine uniforms that had died.
Women were technically not allowed to fight as soldiers in the Philippine military until 1993 when the
Republic Act No. 7192 was passed. In 1963, women were allowed to be in the reserve ranks or hold roles
in the technical services as part of the Women’s Auxiliary Corps.

US Media on Philippine - American War
The War was a “slaughter” and not “ a war for humanity.”
-

The Indianapolis Recorder, 2/18/1899

“The Filipinos exhibited the spirit of heroism and that their struggle for independence proved that all the people who
are oppressed will fight, and if need be, die for their liberty.”
-

The Washington Bee, 3/11/1899

“The American people were deceived into believing that the U.S. soldiers were sent to the islands on a mission of love
and goodwill, and to carry the torch of liberty and freedom… Instead, U.S. soldiers had killed over 6,000 natives”
-

A Broad Ex editorial, 4/25/1899

“We have in honor left us but the latter course - to give the islands back into the hands of their own people… Let it
not be said of the American people that they who first wrested freedom from a crown and proved to the world that
people could govern themselves in the zenith of their greatness, flushed with victory, forgot what liberty meant.”
-

The Middlebury Register quotes a senator, 2/23/1900

“We found the people a more intelligent class of people that we anticipated; also, found them to be very neat in their
clothing and work. We also found them to be very religious. They are more industrious than they receive credit for
doing various sorts of work”.
-

The St. Louis Globe on a soldier that had recently returned from the Philippines, 4/21/1901

DU BOIS’S CHALLENGE - ONISHI

Connection to Current Issues: You can make a connection between Du Bois’ explanation of “transpacific racism”
and racism that is still happening today in the United States. Currently, Chinese Americans as well as other
Americans with Asian roots are experiencing high levels of racism and hate crimes due to fears of the pandemic. This
can be linked to President Trump’s refusal to call the virus anything but the “China Virus”.

The growth of Japan and its becoming of a powerful nation was due solely to the effort of the Japanese. They didn’t
allow any “white nations” to influence or take over their rise to power. Because of this, the Japanese were seen as
defiant to the white racial superiority that seemed to dominate the rest of the world. White Americans were
antagonistic of the Japanese not because of the supposed inferiority of the race, similar to how they viewed the
Chinese and the Filipinos, but because of a fear of their possible superiority. The growing strength and
independence of Japan were counter to the white colonizers’ belief that “white nations” needed to save their
colored counterparts and introduce civilized society to supposedly savage peoples. This is still evident in Japan’s
continual reluctance to allow Western influence into their country. Their goal was to become a nation not ruled by
white supremacy and to spread the idea of liberation within a culture.

W.E.B Du Bois realized that Japan could become the nation that could drastically change U.S. policy on
race and power on a global scale. He refused to publicly oppose Japanese militarism. He linked racial
struggles in the U.S. to racial struggles in Asia and Africa. In this introduction, Onishi explains the process
of the Afro-Asian movement to collectively end white supremacy. Explained best in his statement,
“Throughout the first half of the twentieth century, the participants of Afro-Asain solidarity in Black
America called into question the legitimacy of the dominant discourse of international democracy by the
United States.” Meaning, the Afro-Asain population was trying to bring knowledge to the fact that the
U.S. is not always a beacon of democracy. Highlighting that America’s interest in international affairs
usually is coupled with racism and oppression, just like the racism the black community was experiencing
in the continental U.S.

Arrival of Commodore Perry in Japan (1854)
This event is significant to the history of Japan because it marks the opening of Japan to the West and created a new
era called “Meiji”. It introduced a new economy, new technologies, and a new culture to the nation-state.

“Concentration Camps and a Growing Awareness of Race”
Dianne Fujino

The internment of Japanese Americans- In the United States during World War II, Japanese Americans were forced into
concentration camps on the western side of the country. Over 120,000 Japanese Americans were forced to relocate after executive
order 9066 was put into place in 1942.
In 1943, the questionnaire ended with two very difficult
questions for Japanese Americans:
●

Question 27: Are you willing to serve in combat duty
whenever ordered?
● Question 28: Are you willing to swear allegiance to the
United States and forswear allegiance to Japan?
● Many believed that there was no right way to answer
these questions. Even if an individual did swear
allegiance to the United States, proper and equitable
treatment were not guaranteed.
January 1944- A group of men led a campaign to argue against
the draft of Nisei men to American Armed Forces. The main
reason being, many thought this was the ultimate form of
hypocrisy. They did not want Nisei men to fight for the U.S
Armed Forces while their families were still incarcerated in
internment camps.

STATEMENT OF UNITED STATES CITIZEN OF JAPAN ANCESTRY

This poem comes from a collection of poetry called “Brother Enemy - Poems of the Korean War.” Some entries were
written by professional writers that enlisted and others were written by common soldiers. But the one thing they all
had in common is that they were all writing about the war. Some of the poems were sad and dark, others were more
upbeat to try and boost morale of the other men fighting. Some even showed compassion for the enemy. Writers
would attempt to understand the ones attacking them. This book was translated to English and published in 2002
and includes poems from before, during, and after the Korean War.

ORGANIZED FORGETTING OF
REFUGEES
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BY YEN LE ESPIRITU

OVERVIEW
It is important to recognize the author’s statement of the organized forgetting of refugees in American
literature. The author states, “The literature on Vietnamese refugees seldom mentions the internally
displaced.” By recognizing only the refugees fleeing Vietnam in 1975. This statement is directly linked
to the United State’s attempt to portray the Vietnam war as a “good war.” By setting up refugee camps
for Vietnamese people that were displaced as a direct result of the war, the U.S. hoped to be viewed as a
“refugee providing nation” rather than a “refugee producing nation”. Moreover, in April 1975 President
Ford enacted “Operation BabyLift.” Operation Baby Lift was an all out effort to reposition the United
States as a force for good in Vietnam. One can make a connection between the United States’ efforts to
be a “do-gooder” in Vietnam to efforts by the United States to portray that same persona in other
nations around the world. However, this intention to be a force for good and spread democracy is not
always achieved. Many Americans believe that the War in Vietnam was a total catastrophe.

CHAPTERS
Chapter 1: 1954
● Vietnameese national troops defeated France and Vietnam and France signed the Geneva
Peace accords. During this time, Vietnam was divided at the 17th Parallel.
Chapter 2: 1957
● Ngo Dinh Diem counterattacked in North Vietnam. This can be considered the start of what
became known as the Vietnam War.
Chapter 3: 1959
● Increased political tension when communist party tried to reunify the country. However,
this did not work and the nation adopted the armed struggle.
Chapter 4: 1965
● President Johnson sent combat troops to Vietnam and instituted the military draft. The Cold
War fight against communism caused the US to join the South’s struggle against the
communist North.
Chapter 5: 1973
● Paris Peace Agreement ends open hostilities between the United States and Vietnam.
However, this did not end all conflict in the area. North and South Vietnam continued to
fight until 1975.
Chapter 6: 1975
● War officially ends and President Ford enacts “Operation BabyLift”. Operation Babylift
was an attempt by the US to “rescue” orphans from Saigon after it was taken by DRV
forces.
Chapter 7: Conclusion
● The Vietnam War continues to be an unpopular topic, especially amongst those who were
alive to face it. With over 60,000 American deaths and an estimated 2 million deaths of
Vietnamese, the involvement of the United States was continuously questioned. The U.S.
lost much of its reputation for a focus on freedom and is now seen as a nation that relies
heavily on its military forces.

SELECTION FROM CHAPTER 6: 1975
One of the most prominent evacuations from the Vietnam War was with Operation
Babylift. It was the mass evacuation, specifically of children, from South Vietnam. The children
were taken mainly to the United States but they were also taken to other countries. Some of these
countries included Australia, Canada, and France. The operation was carried out at the end of the
war, during the month of April in 1975. Thousands of children had been airlifted out of Vietnam
and adopted by families not only in the United States, but in countries around the world.
President Ford was the one who set the operation in motion. His goal was to evacuate the
orphans that were left in South Vietnam with the help of the United States Air Force. While the
intentions of the operation were good, it was seen almost as a last attempt to show the United
States in a better light after becoming involved with the war. Americans had been against the
violence and did not support the aggressive forces of the military. Over 2,500 children were
relocated and adopted, but the entire operation was controversial because not everyone believed
that the evacuation was in the best interest of the children. There were also instances where some
of the children taken were not actually orphans.

“On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous”
- Ocean Vuong -

Many Vietnamese children grew up in the United States after the war ended. Whether they were born in
the United States or relocated, they were a part of the largest population of refugee children in American
history. They, along with their families, were forced to take on a new life with new cultures. These
families were given almost no time to prepare for their new lives. The government took on the role of
dispersing the families into separate areas of the United States. The goal was to prevent the offsetting of
local economies and to encourage the Vietnamese to assimilate into American culture. Like many other
refugees, Little Dog and his family went from their home in Vietnam to the Philippines and finally to
the United States.

The parents that were raising Vietnamese American children faced a very difficult transition period into
United States culture. They struggled to learn a new language and culture while raising a family and
trying to create a living. There is a lot of anxiety and fear in these refugees and, understandably, it
would ot have been very easy to cope with.

Throughout the novel, it is very easy to see that there is a struggle with Little Dog and his mother. His letter is an attempt
to create a connection with his mother that is meaningful and accepting. Little Dog’s mother is not the only one that has
to come to terms with his sexuality. In the community that he lives in, Little Dog is teased by children who call him
names like “pansy” and try to make him stand out as much as possible. This is easy for the American kids because Little
Dog looks different from them. His sexuality and his Vietnamese identity make him appear as an other, especially in the
American society that he grew up in. But it is his goal to accept himself and accept everything that has happened to him.
There has been a greater discrimination agasin many different Asian people recently in the United States. With COVID,
there are many individuals who generalize all Asain people and blame them. It was easier for the U.S. and the
government to place blame instead of trying to figure out how to best move forward with the virus and figuring out which
steps to take next. With Little Dog and his mother, it seems as if his sexuality is something to blame him for. Rose is not
focused on understanding her son or trying to mend the relationship that exists between them. There is a problem in the
U.S. where people of color face discrimination every day. Little Dog is able to highlight this issue not only exists with
adults, but also with children. It is crucial that every citizen is treated with respect and that we do our part to create a safe
place for everyone. A theme throughout the novel is racism. Rose and Lan’s stories are told through Little Dog. They
both faced this horrible issue while they were in Vietnam. The way that Little Dog recounts their lives shows that racism
and hate are not only an American problem. It is a problem with the world and the fact that humans cause each other pain.

Yellow Peril Myth.

Connection to Contemporary Issues.

MODEL MINORITY MYTH
With the model minority myth, it was placing stereotypes on certain races to be the best or to act a certain
way. With Asain Americans, this was expecting greatness and showing how they were the ideal minority
group. While their achievements could be equal to or greater than someone that is white, theirs would seem
less than great simply because of their skin color. This is the link to racism and how certain failures of an
individual of an Asain race would be more significant to that of someone who was a different race, more
specifically white. This myth also takes away all of the individual characteristics of a specific culture and just
makes them all lumped into one category. This myth keeps a divide between Asain Americans and other
Americans because it is a constant reminder that their past was not always American and that they stick out.

In the text, Leti Volpp discusses incidents of hate violence that have occured after the terrorist
attacks on 9/11/2001. In the years following the terrorist attacks many Middle Eastern, Arab, and
Muslim citizens have been falsely identified as terrorist and subjected to hate crimes. This form of
racial profiling has fostered an “Us vs. Them Mentality” in America. This mentality is not a new
idea to the American population. Rather, the “Us vs Them Mentality” has been a part of American
society for hundreds of years. One can compare the forced interment of Japanese Americans in
WWII to the racial profiling experienced by the Middle Eastern population in the aftermath of the
9/11 attacks. Leti Volpp does a great job in raising awareness of how racial profiling in the United
States is deeply flawed. She uses the devastating Oklahoma City Bombing to help illustrate her
point.

Racial profiling faced by Muslims increaed drastically after 9/11. This racial injustice was
caused by anger and fear that many Americans had as a result of the attack. However, this
anger does not justify their treatment of other people, regardless of what they look like or
how they live their lives.

“ There is a straight line from the 1790 Naturalization Act, which restricted naturalized citizenship
to free white men, through the Asian exclusion and internment efforts in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, and the construction of Islamophobic policies and practices in the twenty-first
century. All of these policies rely upon racialized xenophobia, which holds that certain groups are
by their very nature incompatible with American life… Likewise, Kumar draws a parallel between
justifications for the internment of Japanese Americans in World War II and extensive surveillance
of Arab and Iranian Americans beginning in the 1970s. Such blatant discrimination from
intelligence and law enforcement agencies, which targeted Arabs and Muslims simply because of
their ethnic and religious backgrounds, continues.”
- Erik Love
By looking at the treatment of individuals post 9/11 that are of minority groups in America,
Love sees that there is discrimination against those individuals that came up after the
attacks. He was also able to draw the parallel between the unfair racial profiling of Arab and
Iranian Ameriacns to the same treatment faced by Japanese held in American internment
camps during World War II. The treatment of Japanese Americans was not fair or justified.

"I remembered some people who lived across the street from our home as we were being taken away. When I was a teenager,
I had many after-dinner conversations with my father about our internment. He told me that after we were taken away, they
came to our house and took everything. We were literally stripped clean."
- George Takei
"We saw all these people behind the fence, looking out, hanging onto the wire, and looking out because they were anxious to
know who was coming in. But I will never forget the shocking feeling that human beings were behind this fence like animals
[crying]. And we were going to also lose our freedom and walk inside of that gate and find ourselves…cooped up
there…when the gates were shut, we knew that we had lost something that was very precious; that we were no longer free."
- Mary Tsukamoto
"Sometime the train stopped, you know, fifteen to twenty minutes to take fresh air — suppertime and in the desert, in middle of
state. Already before we get out of train, army machine guns lined up towards us — not toward other side to protect us, but
like enemy, pointed machine guns toward us."
- Henry Sugimoto
"It was a prison indeed . . .There was barbed wire along the top [of the fence] and because the soldiers in the guard towers
had machine guns, one would be foolish to try to escape."
- Mary Matsuda Gruenewald

Connection to “The Citizen And The Terrorist”
In Suheir Hammad’s “First Writing Since”, she states that she is fed up with people constantly asking “Which Navy is your
brother in?” This can be compared to Leti Volpp’s idea of “Us vs them” mentality in regards to racial profiling in the
United States. Moreover, she points out how the U.S engages in “lazy journalism” that promotes racial profiling among
citizens. She highlights how there was no racial profiling on the domestic attacker Timothy McVeigh in the aftermath of
the Oklahoma City Bombing. Instead, the media chose to focus on McVeigh’s past experiences and what may have led to
his mental instability. Unfortunately, this was not the focus of the attackers on 9/11. Instead of focusing on the individuals
that were responsible for the terrorist attacks, much of the country turned to racial profiling. Targeted Surveillance of
Middle Eastern people after 9/11 can help prove Leti Volpp’s point of how there is exclusion in the citizenship of certain
racial groups. American citizens that have middle eastern roots can experience this form of exclusion. They were subjected
to an increase of surveillance and racial profiling in the Post 9/11 Era. Moreover, Leti Volpp provides insight as to how
certain middle eastern groups still experience racism today. Islamophobia has only gotten worse in the United States in the
aftermath of the terrorist attacks. Also, President Trump’s calls to the public about the refugee crisis has only stirred up
more racism towards middle eastern people.

TRACK 1 LYRICS
Working abroad for the Filipino citizens is not easy,
It comes with many hardships and dangers.
Unfortunately, the Filipino migrant is known to be a hard worker
That requires little pay to some employers abroad as strangers.
Consequently, Filipino migrants oftentimes fall victim to the abuses of these employers.
These migrant workers are recognized by the Philipine state,
But oftentimes do not receive the necessary protection that is
Required to live a life abroad that is healthy and great.
One can make a connection between the points
Discussed in the Rodriquez piece and the documentary created by Ramona S. Diaz.
The documentary shows how migrant Filipino teachers in the United States
Manage the extreme difficulties that they have.
This is not something that is very uncommon.
Many migrant workers that come to the United States,
Or even to other countries, are exploited
And not well prepared for the journey that awaits.
Rodriguez states in her text that one third of Filipino migrants
That work abroad are unskilled.
This means they have to learn the job that is presented
To them once they get to a foreign country to have their dreams fulfilled.
Consequently, this means that cheap labor and exploitation
Is a common theme that these migrant workers continue to face today.
They also face troubles adapting to their roles in society of a foreign nation.
This contradiction is apparent in Alvar’s short stories in her novel “In the Country”.
These migrant workers struggle to find their roles in the foregin countries
And they know that their success will not come easily.

TRACK 2 LYRICS
According to Robyn Rodriguez, “Labor brokerage is a neoliberal strategy
that is comprised of institutional and discursive practices through which”
The Philippines sends their citizens abroad to work and when they send remittances home,
They generate a profit, keeping citizens poor and the country rich.
Neoliberalism has in fact brought the currency value down in the Philippines,
Which has a direct influence on living conditions
And the financial situation of many of the country's citizens.
This labor brokerage funds a “Global Enterprise” with many oppositions.
In the text, Rodrqiguez explains how “Arroyo is not merely president
But also the ‘CEO’ of a profitable ‘global enterprise’
That generates revenues by successfully assembling together
And exporting a much sought-after commodity worldwide:
‘Highly skilled, well-educated, English- speaking’ as well as ‘productive’ and ‘efficient’ workers.”
I believe it is paramount to understand that because it is well known
That the Filipinos have an extraordinary reputation in their ability to work,
They are sought after by foreign employers and get ready to leave alone.
In May of 2003, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo explained
how over 10 percent of Filipino citizens (8.2 million) work and live abroad.
They work abroad and each year
Generate billions of dollars and beyond.
According to the Rodriquez text, “statistics collected from April to September
2008 indicate that 51.6 percent of migrants were men while 48.4 percent were women.
One in four migrants were between the ages of twenty-five and twenty-nine.”
Many migrants have had to return home facing the pandemic situation and all of its conditions.
Taking all this information and trying to create a way to show exactly what migrant workers have to face was not
something that we believed could be done. By turning the information into a more poetic and song-like structure, we
hoped that the difficult realities that migrant workers faced would be easier to understand and more engaging to read.
While many people see this information as a story, the people that go through it do not. That is something we need to
learn to understand. With the global pandemic that the world is currently facing, their worlds have changed drastically.

